441 | Page Jourmnal of Religion & Society (JR&S)

Journal of Religion & Society (JRS)
Available Online:

Print ISSN: Online ISSN:
Platform & Workflow by:

Objections to Hadith Based on Allegations of Qur'anic Distortion: An
Analytical and Critical Study

Dr. Hafiz Muhammad Hassan
Assistant ProfessarDepartment of Islamic StudiesUniversity of
Sargodha

Sadia Shabbir
Ph.D Scholar, Departmentof Islamic Studies, GC Lhiversity Faisalabad

Ayesha Shabbir Ahmed
Lecturer, GCWU,Sialkot

ABSTRACT

The Qur'an is the primary source of Islam and the fountainhead of
guidance, which has remained preserved in its original form since the time
of its revelation. There is a consensus among the Muslim Ummah that the
Quran is the divine word of Allah, revealed verbatim to the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) and meticulously compiled through the
efforts of his noble Companions. However, throughout history, some
Orientalists, deviant S staricals guthematioitd ¢ r i
have attempted to cast doubts on its preservation and integrity. Among
these, certain objections are directed towards hadith literature, in which
there appear to be some narrations that are interpreted as evidence for the
alleged disttion of the Qur'an.These objections generally stem from
narrations that mention the abrogation or loss of certain words, verses, or
chapters of t he Qur ' an, or refer to
the Companions. Orientalists and some Shdltwlars, along with
controversial exegetical interpretations, have used such narrations to argue
that the hadith corpus contains traces of Qur'anic distortion. These claims
not only chall enge t he established
also aise questions about the authenticity and authority of hadith
literature.This study aims to present a scholarly and critical analysis of
these objections. For this purpose, the various types of relevant hadiths,
their chains of transmission, and theis text be thoroughly examined.
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Furthermore, the narrations will be analyzed in their proper context, in
light of the principles of hadith science and the views of renowned hadith
scholars. The study will also demonstrate how the allegations of Qur'anic
didortion are unfounded, contextually misinterpreted, and contrary to
sound scholarly methodology. The ultimate objective of this inquiry is to
defend the hadith corpus with critical insight and to provide rational and
textual evi dencelatedpeservdtitne Qur ' ands | mma
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(Chain of Narration): v

(Contextual and Rational Analysis): .7

(Cotradictory Evidence): 3

(Context of Application): .5
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The meaning of this expression in the Hadith is
uncertain, the term "Ahruf beintdpe plural of Harf,

"Letter? "

24].D. Parsons;Katan", The Incyclopedia of Islam, v.5, p:408
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George Sale )

-having mentoined the different editions of the

Koran, it may not be amiss here to acquaint the
reader, that therare seven principal editions, If it

may so call them, or ancient copies of the book two
of which were published and used at medina, a third
at macca, of fourth at Cufa a fifth at basra a sixth at
Syria and a seventh called the common or vulgar

editior?®

) ( (George Sale

»George Salee Koran", Rl4sdon, 1812 AD)
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lslam , Muhammad and his religion "p:47 ( Indian,1979)
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(Noldekd

But the reason given fothe step,
namely the death of large number of
Readers in the battle of Yamama has
also been questioned for in the list of
those who fell in that compaign very
few (according to Schwally only two)
are mentionedwho were likely to have
had much of the Qurdny heart. There
killed mostly recent converts

(John Burtog

3IRichard Bell, introduction to Quran” p 39, (cambridge univercity press,
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Burton contends that collection stories are
completely fictitious Burton has raised serious doubt
about the role of Zayed in establishing the official
text and he has shown that the science of Hadith and
figh influenced the prolifeation of koran collection

stories?

%Encyclopedigstdm”,vol5,p405 (Leiden, Ej Bril, 1986)
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