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ABSTRACT

Human nature, intellect, and social evolution have consistently sought
principles that ensure the dignity, freedom, equality, and justice of the
individual. Although the concept of human rights emerged in modern
terminology particularly in Europe during theventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, its roots are deeply embedded in human nature and divine
teachings. Greek philosophers, Roman jurists, and later Western thinkers
such as John Locke, Jéargues Rousseau, and Thomas Hobbes laid
down the philosophic foundations of human rights through rational
discourse. In contrast, the Islamic tradition has acknowledged the concept
of human rights since its inception, grounding it in divine revelation,
prophethood, and the Shariah.The Universal Declaration oc&n Hum
Rights (1948) by the United Nations presented a global framework in
which all individuals were recognized as equal bearers of rights regardless
of race, color, religion, or gender. However, the understanding of human
rights embodied in this documenrectef a particular historical, cultural,

and philosophical confexirimarily based on secular Western thought.
Conversely, in Islamic teachings, human rights are not only viewed as
natural but also as divinely bestowed, with their foundations firmly rooted
i n t he Qur dan, t he Sunnah, and t he
The Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam (1990) introduced this
vision within a comprehensive Islamic framework that emphasizes the
balance between the individual, society, andCrémator.This paper aims

to critically examine the philosophical foundations of human rights from
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both international and Islamic perspectives, present scholarly definitions,
and provide a detailed overview of their various categories. In doing so, it
will also highlight the intellectual and practical differences between
Western and Islamic conceptions of rights, with the objective of
contributing a balanced, inclusive, and academically grounded perspective
to the global discourse on human rights.

Keywords: Philosophical Foundations, Human Rights, Comprehensive,
Framework Islamic Perspective
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Al-Hussain, AlIRaghib.Mufradat atQur'an Vol. 1, p. 274. Lahore: Zial-Qur'an
Publications, 2012.
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Al-Razi, Fakhr aDin Muhammad ibn Umar ibn &llasan ibn aHusayn ibn

Ali al-Taymi. Al-Tafsir atKabir. Vol. 1, p. 23. Lahore: Maktabah Uloesn
Islamia, 2012.

8212189 8

Ibn Manzur, Muhammad ibn Makrarhisan at6 A r. p. b28. Lahore: Maktabah
Rehmaniyyah, 2014.
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"Right" "Right" oo

"Morally good. Justified, Acceptable, True or

Correct as a fact, Just, Honourable, A moral or
legal entittement to have or do something. That
which is consonant with equity. Justifiable claim

on legal or moral grounds to have or obtain
something or to adh a certain way?>'

412181 4

Al-Zuhayli, Wahbah. AFigh altislami wa Adillatuhu. Lahore: Dee-l s ha6at , Ur du
Bazar, 2018, p. 98.

®18Car. E.H. In UNESCO (Ed) Human Rights, Bomments and

Interpretations, P. 293. Columbia University Press, New York, 1949
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T.E. Holland " (Right) "

"A right generally, as 'one man's peity of
influencing the acts of another, by means, not of

his own strength, but of opinion or the force of
society'.®

®T.E. Holland, Elements of disprudence, Modern age Publising Society,
2015, p:82
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(Reéx Martin

"The right is the claim agecognized in law and
maintained by governmental actioh."

"Sp,H>KFl-HOF Fnyrj 1 'wy lOF B

"A right is an interest recognized and protected

by arule of law, Itis an interest, respect for which
is a duty, and the disregard of which is a wrohg."

T Gandhi, M. In UNESCO (Ed) Human Rights, Bomments and
Interpretations, P.18, Columbia University Press, New York, 1949
238 ®

Al-Samhudi Abd atRazzagMasadir alHaqq fi atFigh atislami. Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub, p. 231

9 Car. E.H. In UNESCO (Ed) Human Rights, Bomments and Interpretations,
P. 1923. Columbia University Press, New York, 1949
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T.E. Holland

"It indicates the fourfold relation between (1) The
subject or person who has the right, or the 'Person
entitled’; (2) The pem who has the
corresponding duty, or 'the person obliged’; (3)
The object over which the right is exercised; and
(4) The act of forbearance which is exact&d."

)X
(4)

"A declaration of rights is, by reciprocity, a
declaration of duties also. Whatever is my right
as a man is also the right of another; and
becomes my duty to guarantee as well as to
possessit

10T E. Holland, Elements of Jurisprudence, Modage Publising Society,
2015, p:8
1 Thomas Paine, Rights of Man,Oxford Press, 2009, P: 76
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E.H. Carr

nl3

T.E. Holland

12 Gandhi, M. In UNESCO (Ed) Human Rights, Bomments and
Interpretations, P.18, Columbia University Press, New York, 1949

13 Car. E.H. In UNESCO (Ed) Human RighBpmments and Interpretations,
P. 1923. Columbia University Press, New York, 1949
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! 8491

552122 14

Qadri, Muhammad TahiiThe Fundamental Concept of Human Rights in
Islam Lahore: Minhaj Publidons, 2022, p. 65.
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" (Universal [aation of Human Rights)
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15

"Fundamental Rights "

16

b 2122 15

Qadri, Muhammad TahiiThe Fundamental Concept of Human Rights in
Islam Lahore: Minhaj Publications, 2022, & 6

112185 16

Umri, Syed Jalaluddin. Islam: Protector of Human Rights. Lahore: Islamic
Publications, 2016, p. 80.
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"The historical evolution of visions of
international human rights that continues to this
day started centuries ago with efforts attempting
to address these difficult and universal questions.
It began as soon as men and worabandoned
their nomadic existence and settled in organized
society, long before anyone had ever heard of the
more recent expression 'Human Rights,' or before
nationsstates negotiated specific international
treaties.®’

17 Stace. W.T, A Critical History of Greek Philosophy. The Stoics. Macmillan and Co. Ltd.,
1962P1 2 2
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18

442181 18
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(Right to a Fair Trial) 7.

(Protection from Arbitrary Arrest) 8.

(Right to Participatever@ment) 9.

Hafiz, Rashid Ali Muhammadi. Human Rights from the Perspective of Islam.
Lahore Maktabah Qadriya, 2010, p. 99
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19

(Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights)

(Right to Education) 1.

(Right to Health Care) 2

19

898187

Abu Ammar Zahid aRashdi. Islam and Human Rights in the Context of the
United Nations Universal Declaration. Gujranwala:Sklariah Academy,
2017, p. 141

Vol. 03 No. 01. Jan-March 2025



527 | Page Journal of Religion & Society (JR&S)

(Right to Work) 3

(Right to Equal Pay for Equal Work) 4.

(Right to an Adequate Standard of Living) 5.

(Right to Food and Water) 6.

(Right to Housing) 7.
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(Right to Participate in Cultural Life) 8.

(Collective Rights)

(Rights of Racial and Ethnic Minorities) 1.
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(Women's Rights) 2.

20

(Rights of Religious Minorities) 3.

(Children«d. Righ

(Convention on the Rights of the Ghitdf s ¥ G mm

412185 20

Umri, Syed Jalaluddin. Womendés Rights
Publications, 2016, p. 90
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(Rights of Indigenous Peoples and Nations) 5.
21
(Right to a Healthy Environment) 1.
T
212114 2t

Umri, Syed Jalaluddin. The Concept of Public Service in Islamadfe
Islamic Research Academy, 2009, p. 28.
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(Right to Protection of Natural Resources) 2.

(Right to Protection from Pollution) 3.
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22

(Protection from Gender Discrimination) 1

272114 22

Khawaja, Abdul Muntagim. Human Rights. Lahore: Akbar Book SeX@e9,
p. 27
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(Right to Equal Educational Opportunities) 2.

(Protection from Violence Algaineh) 3.
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(Economic Empowerment for Women) 4,
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(Right to Seek Asylum) 1.
1
8458 1
1
1

(Right to Adequate Housing and Aid) 2.

(UNHCR) 1
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1
(Protection from Deportation) 3.
1
1
1951 1
1

(Right to Work) 1.
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(ICESCR) 1

(Right to Economic Development) 2.

(Right to Fair Working Conditions) 3.
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23

(Right to Nationality) 1.

821121 23

Mawdudi, Syed Abu Ala. Fundamental Rights of Man. Lahore: Maktabah
Islamiya, 2020, p. 120
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(Right to Vote) 2.

(Right to Participate in National Resources) 3.
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(Protection from Torture) 1.

" (Universal Declaration q

" (Convention Against of Human Rights)

Torture)
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(Protection from Inhuman or Degrading Treatment) 2.

" (Convention |

Against Torture)

f

24

8412181 : 24

Mufti, Ubaid-ur-Rahman. Human Rights in the LigbitIslamic
Jurisprudence. Mardan: Maktabah Dafafgwa, 2018, p. 198.
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