639 |Page Journal of Religion & Society (JR&S)

Journal of Religion & Society (JR&S)
Available Online:

Print ISSN: Online ISSN:
Platform & Workflow by:

Verses of Divine Attributes and Mutashabihat in the Holy Quran and
Their Correct Interpretation

Muhammad Usama
MPhil Scholar, Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan, Department of
Islamic Research Centre
Khatib, DHA Multan

Professor Dr. Altaf Hussain Langrial
Director, Institute of Islamic Studies Bahauddin Zakariya University,
Multan

Abstract

The Holy Quran is the sacred and unaltered Word of Allah, offering
guidance, direction, and a comprehensive explanation of the perfect religion
for al l humanity. It clearly and Wi
essence, attributes, and actions. However, the Quran also contains certain
verses known aBlutashabihgt meaning those verses whose apparent
meanings transcend human intellect or the usual linguistic understanding,
leading scholars from different schoblsthaught to offer diverse
interpretations.The Divine Attributes refer to those essential qualities

i nherently bel onging to All ahos Bei ni
and so forth. The Quran explicity mentions these attributes in various

verses.Yet , t her e ar e al so ver ses t hat
human t er ms, such as Al l ahds "Hand

expressions. The interpretation of these verses is complex because if thes
attributes are taken literally as human attsibutechallenges the principle

of Tawhid (Divine Oneness). On the other hand, if they are understood
entirely metaphorically, the clarity and sanctity of the Quran might be
compromised.Different  Islamic  theological  schools, including  the
Mu'tazilah, Maturiiyyah, and Ash'arites, have presented distinct views

on the interpretation of Divine Attributes to preserve the purity of
monotheism while honoring the Quranic Eott. example, the Mu'tazilah

consider Divine Attributes as created to avoid any anbhpbpsom
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whereas the Maturidiyyah and Ash'arites regard these attributes as
essential and uncreated but emphasize allegorical or metaphorical
interpretations.To understand the Mutashabihat verses properly, scholars
have developed principles of Tafsire(exegs ) and Taodowi l (ir
extract the correct meaning within the limits of reason and scripture. These
principles stress that the Divine Attributes should neither be taken in a
physical sense nor should their meanings contradict reason. alnstead,
balanced and moderate interpretation consistent with the spirit of the
Quran and Sunnah is required.This issue is not only central to theological
and doctrinal discussions but also holds profound significance in Islamic
philosophy, Sufism, and jurisgmuce. A proper understanding of the
Quranic Attributes and the Mutashabihat verses is indispensable for a
correct comprehension of | sl amds fun
and Divine Attributes. Therefore, scholarly research, comparison, and
authetic interpretation of this subject are essential for preserving doctrinal
correctness and intellectual guidance for Muslims.

Keywords: Attributes, Mutashabihat, InterpretationComprehensive,
Indispensablmterpretation
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metaphorical

7:3 !
The Qur-élmnman, 3:7A a |
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5452 : 2

Attari, Muhammad Qasim, Mufti. Sirat akJinan fi TafsiraifQu r § a n
Maktabatul-Madina,Karachi, n.d., Vol. 2, p. 545.
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2 2: 3

Goharur-Rehman, Maulandlm al-Q u r PMaktabatul-Madina, Karachi, n.d., p.
26.

2 22252 : https://forum.mohaddis.com ] *
) 5: 45
Forum Mohaddis, [Online], Available at!
Accessed on: May 12, 2025, at 3:45 PM (Pakistan Standard Tlme)
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Ibn Kathir, Isma'il ibn 'Umar . Tafsir akQur'an at'Azim Surah AlA'raf,
Ayah: 54, Dar aFikr, Beirut, 1401 AH, Vol. 2, p. 435.
8 2 2225

Thanwi, Ashraf Ali, Maulana . Chand Ahem Asri Masail (Some Important
Contemporary IssuesiMaktabah Rahimiyyah, Lahore, 2005, Volp28.
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Darimi, Abdullah ibn Abdul Rahmaigunan alDarimi, Dar atMughni,
Makkah atMukarramah, 2000, Vol. 1, p. 252.
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Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jari¥. a mi-Bayaa fi Tafsir alQ u r pDmmalFikr,
Beirut, 1405 AH, Vol. 2, p. 877.
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