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Abstract

This study 1s concerned with the important but neglected role of women in
the Sufism world past and present. Sufism, the mystical and spiritual aspect
of Islam, entails abiding purity, divine love and sincerity. Thus, from the
beginning of the Islamic history, women have played an active part in this
spiritual path. The first step in the study is to take a look at the impactful
women who were Sufi and these include Rabi‘a al-Basri, Fatimah
Nishapiri and Sayyida Nafisah who contributed to the creating of
foundational aspects of Sufism through their spiritual insights and practice.
Not only did these women impact their own time, but they left spiritual
legacies that still affect other people today. It researches their main
teachings which are based on asceticism, divine love and service to
humanity. They contributed in spiritual as well as cultural, educational and
literary dimension and established the Sufi centers and promoted women
education. Operating in male dominated religious spaces, these women
navigate constrains of the society through resilience and piety to make their
presence in Sufi orders. It then focuses on modern times, paying attention
to the still existent female Sufi leaders in Pakistan, Turkey and Morocco
who keep on leading spiritual groups and dealing with contemporary
challenges such as secularism, modernity and gender bias. Social media,
YouTube, and podcasts are the platforms these leaders use to grow their
reach especially among young women. They fuse the traditional Sufi
teachings with the modern demands of gender equality, social justice and
environmental awareness.Moreover, the research highlights the special
place of female Sufis in interfaith dialogue and peacebuilding activities and
positions them as mediators between the Islamic tradition and the
worldwide issues of women's rights. Independent spiritual leadership and
inclusive teaching method helps them to challenge norm of gender in
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religious spaces. The bottom line is that the central themes in women’s Sufi
teachings, divine love, inner purity and simplicity, remain ever fresh and
important. Rather than it requiring total revision, it simply needs to be
remedied by renewing the recognition of female Sufi contributions in the
academic and curricular realm. It has called for the revival and celebration
of the spiritual heritage of Sufi women through educational reform,
international conferences and better media representation. Such efforts will
not only make it possible to serve historical justice, but also to promote a
balanced and inclusive spiritual tradition for the future generations.
Keywords: Women in Sufism, Female spiritual leadership, Rabi‘a al-Basr,
Gender and spirituality, Contemporary Sufi women, Digital Sufism,Islamic
mysticism and gender roles
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