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Abstract

This study critically examines the legal framework for environmental protection and
conservation of natural resources in Pakistan, with particular emphasis on the
relationship between national and provincial legislation and its application in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The study reviews the evolution and scope of Pakistan
Environmental Protection Act 1997, the institutional role of the Pakistan
Environmental Protection Council and Environmental Protection Agencies, and the
mechanisms of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Initial Environmental
Examination (IEE). It further analyzes laws and policies governing air, water, land,
solid waste, forests, and wildlife, highlighting federal and provincial institutional
responsibilities in environmental governance. Particular attention is given to the
Forest Act 1927, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Forest Ordinance 2002, Forest Amendment
Act 2016, and provincial wildlife legislation, including provisions related to forest
classification, sustainable use, community participation, illegal logging, wildlife
protection, and penalties for environmental offences. The study also discusses
implementation challenges, including institutional weaknesses, inadequate financial
and human resources, limited monitoring capacity, insufficient public awareness,
political pressure, corruption, weak inter-agency coordination, and difficulties in law
enforcement. The findings indicate that although Pakistan possesses a comprehensive
legal framework, gaps between legislation and enforcement reduce its effectiveness.
The study therefore proposes strengthening institutional capacity, updating penalties,
improving technical expertise, expanding digital monitoring through GIS, drones,
and satellite  technologies, increasing public participation, establishing
environmental tribunals, and integrating climate change, carbon trading, green
taxation, renewable energy, and circular economy principles into environmental
legislation. It further recommends stronger coordination between federal and
provincial authorities, monitoring systems, data-sharing mechanisms, community
forestry, and payment for ecosystem services. The study concludes that effective
environmental governance requires not only comprehensive legislation but also
transparent institutions, consistent enforcement, public awareness, technological
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innovation, and coordinated national-provincial action. Such reforms can enhance
effective environmental protection, promote sustainable resource management,
safeguard biodiversity, and support sustainable development for all future
generations.

Keywords: Environmental Law, Natural Resource Conservation, Environmental
Protection, Forest and Wildlife Conservation, Sustainable Environmental
Governance
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