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Abstract 
This research seeks to conduct a comparative examination of world major religions with particular 
emphasis on people’s beliefs, creed, and culture as well as the major practices, ideologies, and 
similarities between religions in the world. The goal is to help scholars and the wider world to 
gain a better understanding of the complexity of religions in human societies worldwide. By using 
works of Huston Smith and Wilfred Cantwell Smith together with other recognized authors, this 

work use an intensive approach in study of such religions as Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Judaism and others. Cantwell Smith; s (1958) comparative paradigm is thus the 
theoretical basis upon which dynamic and developmental aspects of religion are underscored.  
Huston Smith (1991)’s reference book “The World’s Religions” contains much material that can 
help to understand the fundamentals of various belief systems. Widening the debate about these 
approaches this analysis wants to illustrate how highlighting similarities and arguing about 
differences creates the opportunity for a better understanding of the world’s major religions. Unlike 
most comparative analyses, this work aims to avoid cursory comparisons and First, this 
comparative analysis will endeavour to provide a deeper understanding of each of the major world 
religions. Through a comprehensive analysis of the discursive history and cultural aspects of 
religions, their doctrinal bases, as well as the cultural and, therefore, political consequences, the 
study will seek answers to the questions of what such beliefs have become weak points for, and for 
millions of people, how and why such beliefs are still elaborated. The connections of societies in the 
present world era must call for a respect and a recognition of the various religions existing in the 
current world. Based on the theoretical principles identified by Wilfred Cantwell Smith (1958), 
the proposed approach to religious processes highlights flexibility as a key attribute of religious 
phenomena, which is used to describe inter- and intrareligious interactions and their further 
development. The fact that the comparative analysis is made possible by Smith’s concept electrifies 
the manner in which religious evolution influences sociopolitical evolution. On this theoretical 
backdrop, the study uses the knowledge acquired from Huston Smith’s broad research across the 
world’s faiths (1991). The book he has written, “The World’s Religions” is a great resource or 
orientation as it gives people a look into the religious and non-religious orientation of mankind. 
The purpose of this study is to establish not only the differences in Theology, but also the 
similarities present in these plural forms of faiths as Smiths work elucidates. Since we take a 
scholarly approach to the subject, the purpose of the work is to advance the discussion on religious 
diversity and promote awareness of people’s interdependence. In this review of the major world 
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religions, it is hoped that the study goes beyond mere acknowledgement of differences and avoids 

thus setting the stage for a more holistic acceptance that will foster recognition of common 
humanity as our world gets inter-connected through globalisation. From this perspective, the 
research aims at submitting the knowledge of how religion has affected societies, ethics, and 
consequently culture of the world as a whole. 

Keywords: World Major Religions, Beliefs, Creed, Culture. 

1. Introduction 
The comparative study of world major religions implies the analysis of various aspects 
of experience that is based on the system of beliefs determining the culture and history 
of the human society. In the search to explain why we are the way we are and where 
we are going, we require a broader evaluation of all the religions marking the social 
fabric and this becomes even more important as societies interconnect. This work aim 
at comparing and contrasting some selected religions in the world, with the focus on 
their principles, policies and effect on culture. In so doing, this analysis aims to offer an 
informative survey of the world’s religions like Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, 

Buddhism, Judaism, and others based on understanding of the fundamental tenets of 
the religions. 
In this undertaking scholars have used the existing body of literature including both 
religious and academic to shed light on each of these faiths. Other examples include a 
history of the world’s religions, where Huston Smith (1991) gives an account of several 
religions which is useful in studying the extent of religious practice. Furthermore, the 
comparative approach suggested by Wilfred Cantwell Smith (1958) in “The Meaning 
and End of Religion” can be used to provide a theoretical matrix as the religious 
phenomena under analysis are compared with the phenomena of other religions. 
In as much as we take this comparative journey, I need to inform you of other scholars 
who have studied the menu religions of the world and advanced the work. In the 
following research, we expect to explicate the complex texture of these beliefs from the 
analyses of their creations, and thus contribute to the understanding of how the world 
today was formed and is being sustained. 

This rich analysis further acknowledges the value of understanding the socio-political 
environments where these big faiths have emerged. The interaction between religion 
and the social context in which it is located also compounds the comparative approach 
to the subject. Analyzing how these religions work with political structures, cultural 
standards, and ethics makes it possible to understand their effects on people’s and 
society’s identities better (Ahmad et al., 2024). 
Further, identifying how these major world religions apply to the issues and 
potentialities of modern day society as it forms today, looking at how they address and 
contribute to the emergent dynamics of today’s world. Religious practices are 
constantly in the process of evolving and changing which means that discussion of the 
manner in which they integrate themselves with modernity, Technology and changing 
culture is relevant (Fatima et al., 2024). 
In course of this comparative analysis the meaning of religious pluralism and how it 
can be used to support noble human causes like tolerance and conflict-free coexistence 

in nations of diverse religions will also be discussed. Therefore an attempt to identify 
how several of the world’s religions work through religious diversity and plurality 
within their faith communities and with other faiths can help offer a valuable starting 
point for the promotion of Interfaith Dialogue. 
When comparing the religions, primary religious sources as well as historical writings, 
and critical studies that address the subject are critically assessed to create a strong and 
credible comparison. Through such integration and analysis of these various sources, 
the study intends to add to the existing discussion among scholars of world religions, 
thus offering about an updated approach to the ways that belief system, culture, and 
society interact (Khan et al., 2024). 
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Therefore, in arriving at the conclusion of this comparative analysis, a more profound 

approach has been made to conjugate the study beyond similarities and differences on 
world major religions. Thus, the concepts and approaches that underlie these belief 
systems are to combine historical, cultural, and contemporary aspects to get at the roots 
of the multifaceted nature of these belief systems and strengthen the understanding of 
their essential patterns into the existence of humanity. Through this Therefore, in the 
framework of the general and specific objectives of a holistic approach, the research is 
focused on the promotion of tolerance, respect and dialogue between individuals/ 
communities with different religion beliefs. 

2 Theoretical Framework: Wilfred Cantwell Smith's Concept of Religious 

Phenomena 
Moving to the theoretical framework of the current research, this sub-section examines 
how Smith has conceptualised religious phenomena, and this included dynamism in 
religious processes. 
This section offers a detailed discussion of the theoretical framework for the study, 

using Cantwell Smith’s theoretical categorisation of religious phenomena. This simple 
vision is inherent in Smith’s The Meaning and End of Religion, published in 1958, that 
speaks about the profound change of perspective beyond the concept of religion as 
objectification. In his work, Smith goes against the grain and provides what can be 
considered is a more holistic perspective on religion. 
Cantwell Smith argued that religious things are not stables and rigid but rather 
processes of the humanity’s spirituality. They have to escape from the conceptual 
framework that Hinnells visualizes, and focus on the growth within religions which is 
visible inherently. This dynamism means that religion entails change, adjustment, 
evolution and revision overtime in terms of belief systems and practices. 
At the core of Smith’s argument is the observation that religions are not somehow 
frozen in time and space that one can study say a religion and focus only on its beliefs 
and practices. And while they remain social and cultural artifacts, they are at the same 
time organisms floating in the cultures and histories acting upon and being acted upon 
by the very contexts. This  
dynamic perspective forces scholars to shift their gaze and look at religions as less of 
entities that act, but rather as processes that always reply to something in their 
environment. 
By stressing adaptability as a feature of religious practices, the approach constructed by 
Smith unfolds possibilities for a more subtle comparative study. It forces such a 
researcher to look not only to the origins and formal Was and to what extent the 
Christianity faith is still growing and changing today? It is especially important in the 
epoch of globalization characterized by growing entanglements of cultures and belief 
systems. 
Additionally, Cantwell Smith’s approach enlightens scholars to take a dialogical 
approach to believe that there are multiple voices and ways within each religion. This 
frustrates the idea of a homogenous representation of a religion hence people should 
embrace the diverse views within religions. 

At the beginning of this comparative exploration, a fluid approach advanced by 
Wilfred Cantwell Smith shall be used as a touchstone. By adopting this point of view, 
the study intends to reflect and address the dynamism of major world religions, the 
constant development of religious phenomena, and interaction of the researched topics 
with the dynamically evolving human reality. 

3 Huston Smith's Contribution: Insights from "The World's Religions" 
This section also explains the resource of Huston Smith and shows that his work is a 
valuable reference point for comparative look into major world religions. This section 
seeks to highlight major world religions and efforts to do so are anchored on Huston 
Smith and his book, “The World’s Religions” (1991). Smith’s work remains an 
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essential foundation of the comparative religion with powerful thoughts about 

multifaceted aspects of various religious systems. 
Huston Smith’s method that can be identified is the profound understanding of religion 
and any distortion as a valuable source of the spirit in every great religion. This work is 
not only a detail description of the principal possibilities of four leading religions and 
their histories but also an analysis of the problem. Smith comes to the subject matter 
with an honest well-meant passion to investigate the significant essence of these belief 
systems on mankind. 
This is in a way that the work is organized in such a manner that even though a 
layman can read it and understand it there is depth when it comes to political 
spirituality of Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism and other religions. 
With histories, ideas, and thoughts combined, Smith provides a story to none-academic 
audience showing how people live and may find spirituality in people around the world 
(Niaz et al., 2024). 
An illustration of Smith’s ability to maintain a middleman between the cultures comes 

to a forefront when he deals with the religious facet of the two communities. Recalling 
the similarities and contrasting the emerging themes between the major world religions, 
Smith kindles an understanding of how these religions can enrich the experience of 
people all over the world. 
The 1993 publication “The World’s Religions” by Dr. Huston Smith is used here as the 
primary source for the comparative analysis that grounds this study; the book gives 
insights into the contextual features of religion. Smith’s work becomes a tool for 
looking at the differences of the doctrines as well as identifying the similarities in the 
religious practices that form the basis of these distinct faiths. 
Based on such approach, this research intends to use “The World’s Religions” by 
Smith as the source of knowledge and build up the comparative overview with the help 
of multiple insights provided. This is in an effort to present a complex understanding of 
the relationship between and between major world religions and the human existence 
as elaborated by Smith. 

4 Historical Contexts of Major World Religions 
As will be discussed in detail in the subsequent subsections, this paper takes in the 
historical backgrounds of these religions, as well as the socio-political factors that 
formed them, and guided their tenets. 
CRS has benefited greatly from Huston Smith through the publication of the “The 
World’s Religions” in 1991, this paper explores a multi-dimensional perspective into 
understanding the reason why Smith’s work is impactful and invaluable. Unlike Smith 
who merely Histories major World Religions and stopped short of presenting a text 
book analysis, his effort is an actual guided tour of the internal milieu of World 
Religions that enlightens and engulfs the reader with respect and intellectual 
understanding. 
Another attractive aspect of Smith’s writing is the way in which he explains religious 
ideas by telling stories. It, by good penmanship, guides readers on a journey toward 
understanding the actual and mythic pasts as well as practices and doctrines of 
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and many others. This practice of 
using the narrative approach brings humanity to the type of work done, and enables 
persons from diverse organisations to identify with and comprehend the everyday lives 
of those who practice other religions. 
The World’s Religions maintains the ER’s balance of erudite information and 
accessible dissemination of the religious systems still functioning in the world today. 
Smith makes sure that when describing particular religion, he shows respect and 
understanding that can help open a discussion that is bigger than religion, language, 
nationality, etc. His work becomes a ground for people who want to know more about 
their religion or faith or they have never known anything about other religions. 
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However special mention should be made of Smith as a cross cultural bridge maker. 

There may be differences within and between various religions, but he asserts ways or 
values that are indeed common to them in order for people follow him to look at the 
similarities rather than focusing at the differences. Due to its concentration on unity 
within the diversity it is a very helpful book for furthering the idea of interfaith dialogue 
as well as a sense of global oneness. 
Smith’s writing is the biggest resource in undertaking this comparative analysis and his 
work is filled with valuable insights. In this regard, this research seeks to learn the 
doctrinal differences as well as harmonizing the best of the insights from “The World’s 
Religions” in order to capture both the variations as well as the common spiritual 
goals. As such, it is hoped that the study will make a small but valuable contribution to 
the existing literature on religious pluralism, cultural understanding, and the eternal 
search for purpose that characterizes humankind. 
This research uses the knowledge available in “The World’s Religions” by Smith as 
acceptation of the fact that his work has the potential and historical significance of 

changing this world and aims to continue the work done Smith for a greater and more 
profound understanding of the dominant world religions. 

5 Doctrinal Foundations: Exploring Core Tenets of Major Religions 
Eventhough this section concentrates about the theological approaches, comparisons 
and contrasts are made about the basic tenets and creeds that are part and parcel of the 
major faith traditions of the world today. 
Some of Huston Smith primarily identified works includes “The World’s Religions” 
published in 1991. This section will attempt to expand on this by exploring various 
facets that continue to define the present relevance of Smith’s work, principally to 
academia, students, and anyone in pursuit of enlightenment quest. 
 
I think the essence of Smith is in his capacity to generalize many significant world 
religions and cultures, presenting stories that fit into people’s paradigm of 
understanding. In an artfully crafted exploration into the worlds of the believing mind 

and heart, she takes readers from the beginning moments of history through the rise of 
the Muslim empire, on to the complex culture of the subcontinent, and beyond to the 
Eastern traditions of Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism, and concluding with the 
shared roots of Judaism and Christianity. Indeed this sort of narrative approach is not 
only informative but also invokes feeling as it helps persons from diverse cultural 
endowment to identify with the spirit of the unfamiliar culture they have learnt about. 
As such, it came as no great surprise to find Smith’s The World’s Religions to be 
evidence of a scholar who is committed to intercultural dialogue. His work thus serves 
as a translator-re-transmitter that links scholarly discussion and the mass market with 
abstract concepts and rituals of religious practices. A clear example is when Smith 
takes time to introduce each of the religions with a lot of respect and without bias, he 
opens up a platform where people of different cultures and religion learn from each 
other. 
 
The recognition of the similarities in purpose and common moral fibre of mankind link 
together all of Smith’s analysis of various religions. Through the identification of these 
everyday practices that are described in religious scriptures, he aims at opening the eyes 
of his readers and see past the differences that separate religion from religion; Past the 
difference that make different and unique each member of this world; And finally look 
at and assert that deep down in most of us, we are all chasing the same dream. That is 
why “The World’s Religions” is not merely an informative essay but a key for opening 
the door to more understanding between religions, for interfaith dialogue, for more 
tolerance between nations and the strengthening of a sense of people-willed global 
community. 



1060 | P a g e  J o u r n a l  o f  R e l i g i o n  &  S o c i e t y  ( J R & S )  
 

  Vol. 04 No. 01. July-Sep 2025 

Being one of key sources for comparative analysis used in this work, Smith’s book 

offers a wide view of a spiritual topography. Thus, while adopting the approach of 
analysing the beliefs system offered by ”The World’s Religions,” this study aims to 
capture not only the dogmatic divergence but also spiritual ideals that unify various 
religions. Thus, the purpose of the current research is to provide a word to the 
discussion of religious diversity, cultural understanding, and ultimately, human search 
for the purpose which is intrinsic to each one of us. 
In appealing to the perpetual value shown by the text “The World’s Religions,” this 
study honors Smith’s legacy and seeks to continue forwarding the light that the work 
brought to the world with a further perspective on five of the largest world religions. 

6 Cultural Implications of Religious Practices 
Analyzing cultural antecedents of religion this sub-section looks at how religiosity and 
culture interact: how they are reciprocally shaped by our cultural surroundings. 
This subsection offers a complex analysis of the interconnection between religiosity and 
the cultural contexts within which the religion takes place. This analysis endeavored to 

progress beyond mere observation of stated practices and procedures, revealing 
nuanced interaction of religious expressions with cultural fabrics or vice-versa. 
Religious rituals are not individual events that can be extracted and analyzed in rapture 
with the contexts of social, historical, and artistic settings of the given cultures. To 
understand this beneficial alliance, therefore, is necessary to look at the cultural aspects 
of religious practices and perimeters. When they perform religious activities, they refer 
to cultural resources that are deposited into these ceremonies in creating a live 
constantly evolving connection between the divine and tradition. 
In detail, the research focuses on how the religious practices self-represent culture in 
the vein of culture and how they transform culture in the process. This research will 
focus on identifying the way religious ceremonies exist and are shaped by the social 
cultures within which they are performed. At the same time, it will examine cases 
when religious rituals and activities act as a trigger for cultural transformation affecting 
art, literature, music, and people’s behavior. 

Since the goal of the research will be to analyse the phenomenon beyond using ‘holy 
books’ exclusively as source, the anthropological, sociological, and religious studies’ 
viewpoints will be adopted to compose a complex narrative. It will examine how 
people live their lives on the basis of cultural values and how the human experience 
evolved to ‘meet the infinite ramifications’ of culture. 
However, in this particular study, the allocation of the two constructs reflects the 
bidirectional nature of this relationship; investigating how these cultural contexts 
continue to influence religious practices at different points in time. This emerged from 
the changing status between religion and culture that underpins the rationale for 
change when it comes to the execution of religious undertakings which should be 
viewed as an inherent characteristic of religious practices. 
As the research steps thus into this undertaking of examining cultural aspects, it asserts 
its understanding of the dialectic between the holy and the cultural systems; it wants to 
show how religion is a work in progress that mirrors the societies that foster it. By so 
doing, the study aims to enhance literature in the understanding of the interrelatedness 
between religion and cultures in creation of cultural milieux and vice versa. 

7 Interplay between Religion and Societal Structures 
In this section let us delve deeper at getting to the root of the interaction between these 
major religions and the society in which they exist. In addition to a focus on the 
exploration of religious concepts in isolation, this study explores the important 
relationship that religious concepts vis-a-vis the given areas of political, social and 
ethical structures hold. It is only encouraging to acknowledge the intertwined nature of 
these domains is of paramount importance in understanding the continuing role that 
major religions continue to play within the social structures of societies around the 
world today. 
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7.1 Political Dimensions: 
Ideology has overtime been used in the formation of political systems in societies 
across the world. This subsection examines how such major religions has impacted on 
the development of political philosophies, formulation of laws and polity controlling 
mechanisms. Thus, the research aims to investigate the interconnection of religion and 
politics in Australian context through analysing historical cases and the analysis of 
contemporary examples. Thus the study of religious values and politics provides the 
logical entry point to comprehending the larger picture as to how the major religions of 
the world impinge on the governance and relative political stability of societies. 

7.2 Social Dynamics: 
More often than not, major religions hold deep cultural bearings in that they inform 
culture, bearing hallmark on the culture of any given society as well as culture of 
interpersonal interactions. This subsection explores how religious beliefs play out in the 
society by looking at how they inform processes of formation of cultural personalities 
as well as defining of cultures’ rite of passage and formulation of cultures’ societies. 

Also, the involvement of religious institutions in the provision of solutions to societal 
challenges including poverty, education and health is discussed in the study. In so 
doing, the research seeks to understand how major religions are both constitutive and 
constituted across various dimensions of social existence in diverse communities. 

7.3 Ethical Norms: 
Virtues and values of large religious systems influence the ethical principles with which 
people understand themselves and the world. The following discusses religious 
influence on ethical values as well as supply of moral standards and justice. Focusing 
on the ethical concerns incorporated in religious teachings, the study attempts to 
explore the processes by which the main religions support the moral frameworks of 
communities. Furthermore, it takes into account the variation in social perceptions that 
impacts the general perception and interpretation of religion ethic norms besides the 
manner in which they are changed. 
In this respect, the research that outlines this paper aims at exploring the complex 

interconnection between the major religions and the overall societal arrangements of 
the political, social, and ethical framework. In acknowledging this, the study 
contributes to a greater depth of understanding the relation between religion and the 
social systems that undergird human life. 

8 Contemporary Relevance: Adaptation of Major Religions to Modernity. 
Getting into religious traditions, another subsection takes into account the fact that 
today’s great world religions are never static, but rather constantly growing and 
transforming in response to the modern world’s challenges and shifts. The study also 
recognises that religious traditions are not inert objects but are active subjects which 
function in reaction to the ever changing realities of the modem world. 

8.1 Evolving Theological Interpretations: 
Belief systems and principles governing the major world religions contain ideas which 
do experience changes and revisions depending on the sophistication of the intellectual, 
scientific, and philosophical environments. This section looks at the ways through 

which theologies transform to fit modern meta-ethical, cosmological, and human rights 
positions. In this respect, the research is intent on analysing the internal discourses of 
religious groups in order to elucidate how religions engage with and influence modern 
rationality. 

8.2 Ritualistic Transformations: 
Some aspects of religious cultures which define such great religious systems of the 
world as the object of ritual traditions, are subjects to change accordingly. This 
subsection is interested in how rituals are changed or reinterpreted in order to meet 
new needs and/or to fit with new expectations of participants. Regardless of 
technology, globalization or change of culture, the study examines whether religious 
rituals remain significant in the society or not in the present society. 
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8.3 Social Engagement and Activism: 
As it has been observed with the major world religions in the past and even to this date, 
all the major religions actively campaigned for social causes. This section focuses at 
identifying how religion and the followers address current issues with regards to 
poverty, inequality and environment. In looking at how religious communities can play 
a part in any specific cause, such as social justice and humanitarian actions, the study 
seeks, ultimately, to demonstrate the active, not passive, engagement that the major 
world religions have with major global issues. 

8.4 Interfaith Dialogue and Collaboration: 
In the light of rising global interconnectivity, this subsection opens the discussion on 
the rising trend in interfaith dialogue and partnership. Understanding the problems that 
the modern world poses to humanity, large world religions are gradually turning to 
dialogue conducted beyond the spheres of theological belonging. Through analyzing 
case studies of interfaith initiatives, the study aims to detect patterns of how crossing 
the divide improves the world by offering opportunities for developing cooperation, 

reducing religious conflicts and finding solutions to shared global problems. 
It is in this context that this extensive analysis of religion and its complex transitions 
tries to convey the dynamism of these religious systems in response to current issues 
influencing their continued practice. Thus, the work enriches the knowledge of how 
religious traditions adapt or react to changes in society and how, in turn, the major 
world religions of the subject cultures evolve in the contemporary and postmodern 
globalized world. 

9 Religious Pluralism: Tolerance and Coexistence 
In this section, our enquiry moves to religious pluralism, a phrase that has its meaning 
in the interpenetration of various religious systems within a society. Thus, recognizing 
the tendencies of globalization, the research aims to analyze how major world religions 
address the issue of diversity either as major sources for tolerance and cohesion or as 
potential sources of intolerance and conflict. 

9.1 Embracing Diversity: 
Religious pluralism therefore includes the culture of tolerance as well as encourages the 
provision of religious diversity that do not contradict with each other. Thanks to this 
subsection, it is possible to examine cases when people of different religions do 
recognize each other, which leads to the diversity of cultural and religious practices. 
The paper discusses what religious communities do for diversity, admitting the 
possibility of multiple ways toward the divine and valuing difference. 

9.2 Interfaith Dialogue and Understanding: 
Interfaith dialogue is an important part of religious pluralism and can be defined as a 
platform for positive interaction between members of different religions. In this section, 
the author looks into the place of interfaith work in reducing barriers and promoting 
understanding between different faiths. Analyzing successful cases of Interfaith 
Dialogue the research attempts to reveal the positive potential of these efforts in the 
cultivation of tolerance and the improvement of the society’s relations. 

9.3 Challenges to Religious Pluralism: 
However, as with any attempt at religious pluralism, there are issues that need to be 
addressed as the current subsection recognizes. Analysing cases where religious 
diversity fosters conflicts, the study aims to identify what prevents the actualization of 
religious diversity. These conflicts by virtue of ethnicity, religion, culture, or politics 
whether historical or theological help to explain how difficult it is to create tolerance in 
societies with different beliefs. 

9.4 Contributions to Social Cohesion: 
Religious pluralism is not just an issue of theology but also involves the social reality 
and thus functioning of the society. This section is focused on the ways in which 
communities that are religiously diverse can be of benefit to larger societies. To this 
end, the research focuses on the positive implication of religious pluralism on inter 
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religious collaboration in education, health care, and other social services on the 

society. 
Thus, via a systematic analysis of religious pluralism, the work aims at contributing to 
the existing knowledge on how and what religions relate to diversity. Consequently, 
the proposed investigation seeks to elucidate the processes of tolerance and coexistence 
in religiously diverse societies and the possibility to enhance understanding of the steps 
towards the creation of tolerant societies and successful cooperation in the society in 
the context of the global pluralism. 

Conculsion 
Consequently, the present work aims to provide a comparative analysis of world major 
religions based on the analysis of principles, practices, and cultural aspects of distinct 
global belief systems. The goal is to add to the body of knowledge about the manifold 
forms of human religious experience and the ways in which they shape societies 
around the world. This research utilizes a descriptive approach following the works of 
Huston Smith and Wilfred Cantwell Smith among other scholars to analyze major 

religions like Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism among others. The 
action comparative approach proposed by Cantwell Smith (1958) provides a theoretical 
background in which the movement and development aspect is stressed, in relation to 
the object (religion) traditions. It was Smith’s “The World’s Religions” published in 
1991 that can be useful for better understanding of beliefs, values and principles of the 
major religious systems. Through exploring these views, it is the hope of this analysis 
to reveal some similarities and differences that underpin the global religious profile so 
that these major world religions would be better understood by people. 
Aside from comparing the major world religions, this paper aims at exploring deeper 
into each religion and compare them appropriately. It is crucial to understand those 
belief systems that have changed the world by revealing the historical backgrounds, 
doctrinal sources, and cultural consequences of the studied beliefs. The increased 
interconnection of societies in the modern world requires respect and recognition of 
religions as the most important components of cultures. 

The theoretical model is the one offered by Wilfred Cantwell Smith (1958) that stresses 
the fact that the study objects are in a constant state of change. The method of 
comparison made possible by Smith’s conceptualization provides a better perspective 
regarding the changes religious processes introduced to societies. 
On this theoretical basis, the evaluation expands the knowledge gained from Huston 
Smith’s analysis of different religions (1991). His valuable book “The World’s 
Religions” gives a general idea of the religion and spiritual and philosophical aspect of 
different nations. In a way, this paper also seeks to understand not only the theological 
differences but also the similarities of the various religions being espoused by Smith 
through his published works. 
As we begin this scholarly endeavour, it is the ambition of this paper to advance our 
understanding of religious pluralism and enhance the recognition of the kinship of the 
human family. Therefore, this research aims at moving beyond mere acknowledgment 
of otherness about the major world religions, while at the same time recognizing that a 
comparative understanding will lead to the realization of the need to promote 
understanding that will make way for coexistence in the global village. From this 
perspective, the research aims to provide understanding of how religion has affected 
societies, constructed ethical systems, and enriched the human society throughout the 
world. 
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