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Abstract
This paper presents a comparative and analytical study of female characters in _four landmark Urdu
novels spanning more than a century of the genre's tradition: Deputy Nazir Ahmad's Mirat-ul-Uroos
(1869), Qurratulain Hyder's Aag ka Darya (1959), Khadija Mastoor's Aangan (1962), and Bano
Qudsia's Raja Gidh (1981). The central research question concerns the stages through which the
conception of woman in the Urdu novel has evolved — from a didactic model of reform to a symbol
of civilizational continuity, then to an interior witness of history, and finally to the site of ideological
and existential debate — and the extent to which each novelist's intellectual framework shaped this
conception. Employing textual analysis of primary sources alongside published criticism and
scholarly online material as secondary sources, the study traces this trajectory through Asghari's
domestic idealism, Champa's four historical incarnations, Aliya's psychological interiority, and
Seemi Shah's tragic entrapment within a moral thesis. The paper concludes that the journey of
woman in the Urdu novel is a journey from the "ideal daughter-in-law" to the "questioning self," in
which each stage bears witness to the social and intellectual pressures of its age. It further argues that
the choice of narrator determines the status granted to the female character: where Nazir Ahmad and
Bano Qudsia speak through woman, Hyder and Mastoor allow woman to speak for herself.
Keywords: Female characters, Urdu novel, reformist fiction, feminist consciousness, stream of
consciousness, Partition of India, existential crisis, civilizational symbolism, Mirat-ul-Uroos, Aag ka
Darya, Aangan, Raja Gidh
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