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Abstract:

A prominent discourse advanced by Christian missionaries, Jewish rabbinic scholars, and
specially 19th- and 20th-century Orientalists posits that Islam lacks an independent divine origin,
claiming instead that it is an eclectic derivation from preexisting Judeo-Christian traditions available
in the socio-religious environment of Late Antique Arabia. This paper subjects that borrowing
hypothesis to rigorous textual and theological scrutiny through a comparative analysis of primary
scriptures, focusing on the foundational concepts of Revelation (Wahy) and Prophethood
(Nubuwwah). Because the Book of Exodus (Sefer Shemot) serves as the legal and theological core of
the Hebrew Bible—housing the Decalogue, the Covenant, and the Mosaic paradigm—it constitutes
the definitive text for such an investigation. Through critical textual examination, this study
demonstrates profound, irreconcilable theological divergencies between the two corpuses. The Book of
Exodus frequently portrays revelation through material theophanies, localized apparitions (e.g., the
burning bush, pillars of cloud and fire), and attributes serious moral and theological shortcomings to
prophetic figures depicting Moses (Miisa) as hesitant, impatient, and violent, and Aaron (Harin) as
complicit in the Golden Calf idolatry. In sharp contrast, the Qur'an presents a transcendent, de-
anthropomorphized model of revelation rooted in absolute divine transcendence (Tanzih) and
systematically exonerates the prophets through the doctrine of prophetic impeccability (‘Ismat al-
Anbiya’). By contextualizing the Qur'anic discourse as a corrective critique (Muhaymin) rather than
a derivative reproduction, this paper refutes the claim of environmental borrowing and illustrates the
theological distinctiveness and internal autonomy of the Qur'anic narrative.

Keywords: Revelation (Wahy), Prophethood (Nubuwwah), Book of Exodus, Qur'anic Critique,
Biblical Criticism, Orientalism, Prophetic Infallibility (‘Ismat al-Anbiya’).

ol B LS VSR S T S s e p b 155y SRS L P o 6
s 7 SEF AL 6 et PGt 276 P P e ol s I b b e e s
ARy S S N of K(&l,mfd;g%irwdu‘rﬁd/"/’mu“"’&pcgyuuﬁzmru:iéufé_,/LL?
f&nfu,ﬂ*é_lgtfﬂjLa“wauuu;lgjKJ/JQ:J,WJV!Lug,iui,;;if§_, .@)g“/,w;g:..,/gé/juw
ik L2 st s 57 5 G QL il G sl 2ok Ut S el L et LT
WL E i L orilontiasg (P e o gee Flode @5 65 a1 Lar U

Vol. 05 No. 01. Jan-March 2026


https://islamicreligious.com/index.php/Journal/index
https://assajournal.com/index.php/36/about/aboutThisPublishingSystem
mailto:tayyab.usmani@bgnu.edu.pk

1401 | Page Journal of Religion & Society (JR&S)

ugzlu’wél»":«}f"m"J;"uﬁ,;lrg)g}ig&}-dj/[)(&id}?&df}”;z{;ul p/“F&l‘Jfl/ié'.J@uﬁJl%/lFl
Jﬁu’@;uim&ﬁ_,g uﬁfuu/@ty,ziggf} K Lt T us KL@%4J<<§,3n(’Ga/uJM} LU
_cg}'rffud/@}fdﬁJ:df}&)@W&T}mglgJé(g/?u»‘l:% ukJQ}jﬁﬁ/ﬁjél@i}plﬂ“‘Lt/’/
oS AL !
-:%bj{g/?grlﬂ/,'J’)/}?&JZ:MG“MU,G[L ﬁyﬁfdcéiu‘ﬁx{.;/ﬁfjuﬁdﬂgj"rﬂ
"Thus Muhammad had ample opportunity of becoming acquainted with Judaism. That his
knowledge thereof was not obtained from the Scriptures is clear, from the matter actually adopted,
since there are mistakes, which cannot be regarded as intentional alterations, and which would
certainly have been avoided by anyone who had the very slightest acquaintance with the sources.
It is evident also from the low level of culture to which Muhammad himself and the Jews of his
time and country had attained. The contempt in which the compilers of the Talmud held the
Arabian Jews, in spite of their political power, can be attributed only to the ignorance of the

latter."
hee At Zf P L2t 2 Sial Flubie SbG1e F Gl S S et A AIS3 5 ™
AUl L Us e e §T I SINA S e JF ot S sl ey HEESG Sl ods Sl sl
Mwun/ﬁ)U/’U/i}’/uy'p?u)‘%b'///g‘ﬂ?‘éd: gﬂ%}ﬂr/(‘dEH:CL/G‘:(C«U?(:;/U’-U?}?U’U.l{szdcu;fL‘:‘
-:%mu:c,m&)"iw Sud Ut g
" Warkah son of Naufal, cousin of khadijah,is likely to have had much to do with the
biginnings of Islam. He is credited with having translated the Gospel or part of one,
into Arabic; it was probably the Gospel of Nativity and was afterwards useful to the
prophet.1
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" Muhammad learnt from jewish traveliers and others he met, and this accounts for the
Jewish tones heard inparts of the Quran.. afterwards acontained a number of phrases
which his entimate associates at Maccah did not understand."2
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" Hw was man of such astutencess that nothing that he heard or saw escaped him" 3
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" He was highly intelligent person with a brilliant receptive memory who, even when
passing two Jews, jabra and yasar reading their scriptures, is able to pick up a few
stories and incorporate them into his Quran. Biblical similarities in the Qur'an were ...
Likely to have been all picked up by listing when services or bible readings were going

on."4
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" Qiyam is Jewish, sajud is christian and the julus a combination of both. The teaching
of ritual purification brfore prayer existed in South Arabian Communities long brfore
Muhammad. Neverthless, Muslim salah Possesses the character of a military drill."5
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" Islam, however, is from the very flesh and bone of Judaism."6
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"Muhammad himself borrowed from the Bible, and Muslim today consciously or not,

borrow much from the Christian ideology even in matters which Quran does not

support."7
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"In Judaism, prophcy is not merely telling the future. Rather, a prophet is
someone who is called by god to deliver a message to the Jewish people,

generally warning them against faithlessness, corruption or injustice."**
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