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Abstract

Anwar Shaikh (1928-2006) was an outrageous critique of Islam with his special focus on the
divine and revelational origin, literary coherence, and moral framework of the Holy Quran.
This article presents a descriptive, analytical, and critical review of Shaikh’s mostly highlighted
objections against the Quranic origin. Shaikh’s critique revolves around the allegations of
human authorship, and emphatically allege of borrowings from Judeo-Christian and pre-
Islamic Arabian traditions, contextual misinterpretations of verses related to jihad and warfare,
and claims that Quranic universalism is the outcome of Arab ethno-cultural hegemony.
Employing classical and contemporary Islamic hermeneutics, like Usul al-Tafsir, contextual
analysis like Asbab al-Nuzul, and linguistic evaluation, this study critically examines the
validity of his tempestuous attacks. The findings reveal that Shaikh’s arguments are devoid of
basic and profound type of literacy of revelation. Drawing logic and reasoning from the verses
from the holy Quran within their comprehensive legal and socio-historical frameworks, this
paper elaborates the scientific coherence of the Quran, offering an objective scholarly rebuttal
to Shaikh’s polemical discourse.

Keywords: Anwar Shaikh, Holy Quran, Quranic Sciences, Islamic Hermeneutics, Objections,
Textual Criticism, Polemical Discourse.
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1. Islam: The Arab National Movement
2. Islam: The Arab Imperialism

3. The Vedic Civilization

4. Islam: Sex & Violence

5. Islam and Human Rights

6. This is Jehad

7. Faith and Deception

! Murray, Douglas, Victims of Intimidation: Freedom of Speech Within Europe’s Muslim Communities, The
Center for Social Cohesion, 2008, p.65

2 Ibid, pp.65-66

8 Ibid, p.65

4 Pipes, Daniel, The Rushdie Affair: The Novel, The Ayatollah and the West, UK, Taylor & Francis Group,
2003, p.283

5 Shaikh, Anwar, The Autobiography of an Apostate: Institution for the Secularization of Islamic Society,
http://iranscope.ghandchi.com/Anthology/Islam/anwarsheikh.htm

8 Murray, Victims of Intimidation: Freedom of Speech Within Europe’s Muslim Communities, p.66
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8. Islam and Terrorism
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“A closer study of the doctrine of revelation shows
that a prophet has two ambitions: personal and
national. Personally, he desperately wants to be loved
and worshipped as God but without being called
so. !
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10 Shaikh, Anwar, Eternity, Cardiff, UK, Principality Publishers, 1990, p.19
11 Shaikh, Anwar, Islam: The Arab National Movement, Cardiff, UK, Principality Publishers 1995, p.8
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18 Flaherty, Wendy Doniger, Textual Sources for the Study of Hinduism, Manchester University Press, 1988,
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suggestions were confirmed by Allah in His revelations
and afterwards formed part of the Koran, yet Muslims
insist that this is a book from Allah.”"”
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17 Shaikh, Islam: The Arab Imperialism, Cardiff, UK, Principality Publishers, 1998, p.60
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