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Abstract

This study offers a comparative analysis of the methodologies employed by ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
Mubarakptiri in Tuhfat al-Ahwadhi and Muhammad Yiisuf al-Banntiri in Ma ‘arif al-Sunan for
addressing Mukhtalif al-Hadith, particularly the apparent conflicts among Prophetic traditions in
Jami* al-Tirmidhi. It examines the principles of jam‘ wa al-tawfiq (reconciliation), naskh
(abrogation), and tarjih (preference), with particular attention to the evidentiary criteria employed by
both commentators. The study demonstrates that al-Mubarakptiri predominantly follows the
methodology of the hadith scholars, emphasizing isnad criticism, jarh wa-ta ‘dil, narrator reliability,
transmission routes, and the apparent meanings of the texts. Al-Banntri, by contrast, generally
adopts a juristic and usuli approach, seeking to reconcile apparently conflicting reports through
contextual interpretation, specification, qualification, and consideration of juristic principles and
established practice. The study further investigates the extent to which the intellectual and juridical
orientations of the two scholars shape their interpretive choices and methods of resolving textual
tensions. The findings indicate that, although the two commentaries employ different methodological
emphases, they contribute complementary perspectives to the study of conflicting traditions: one
foregrounds isnad-based hadith criticism, while the other gives greater prominence to textual,
contextual, and juristic analysis. The study thus highlights the methodological diversity within the
scholarly tradition of hadith commentary in the Indian subcontinent.

Keywords: Mukhtalif al-Hadith;, Tuhfat al-Ahwadhi; Ma ‘arif al-Sunan; Hadith Methodology,
Comparative Analysis.
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‘Abd al-Hayy al-Hasani, Nuzhat al-Khawatir wa Bahjat al-Masami ‘ wa al-Nawazir [Beirut: Dar Ibn Hazm,
1999], 8:1195-1198
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Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mubarakpuri, Tuhfat al-Ahwadhi bi-Sharh Jami ‘ al-Tirmidhi [Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1990], 1:3-7
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Ibn al-Salah, ‘Ulum al-Hadith, ed. Nur al-Din ‘Itr [Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1986], 284287
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Abu al-Fadl Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Ali al-Rahmani, Al-Bashir fi Tarjamat al-Shaykh Muhammad ‘Abd al-
Rahman al-Mubarakpuri [Benares: Al-Maktabah al-Salafiyyah, 1983], 45-52
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Ibn al-Salah, ‘Ulum al-Hadith, ed. Nur al-Din ‘Itr [Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 1986], 284286
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Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi‘i, Ikhtilaf al-Hadith, ed. ‘Amir Ahmad Haydar [Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Kutub al-
Thagafiyyah, 1985], 20-25

VAV (e 9Y ol g) ) 5y 1y 5S] 48 J gual 8 Jasnall jad)  28S )30 ol 0 dasa cpall Hoy 8
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‘Ala’ al-Din ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Bukhari, Kashf al-Asrar ‘an Usul Fakhr al-1slam al-Bazdawi [Beirut: Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1997], 3:80-85
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Shah Waliullah al-Dahlawi, Hujjat Allah al-Balighah, ed. Sayyid Sabiq [Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Hadithah,
1952], 1:335-338
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