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Abstract

The rapid advancement of Artificial Intelligence (AI) has raised significant
ethical concerns, particularly from an Islamic perspective, where morality,
justice, and social responsibility are integral to decision-making. This paper
explores the ethical implications of Al within the framework of Islamic
teachings, emphasizing key concepts such as accountability (mas'tiliyya),
justice (‘adl), and the sanctity of human dignity. It examines how Al-driven
technologies intersect with Islamic moral values and the potential
consequences of their application in various sectors, including finance,
healthcare, and governance. The study highlights the challenges posed by
Al, including bias, privacy concerns, and the displacement of human
agency, while advocating for an ethical framework rooted in Islamic
principles. By integrating Shariah-compliant guidelines into Al
development, this research proposes a balanced approach that ensures
technological progress aligns with human welfare and ethical integrity. The
paper concludes with recommendations for Muslim scholars, policymakers,
and Al developers to collaborate in shaping Al systems that uphold Islamic
ethical standards while fostering innovation.
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Introduction

This paper aims to provide a comprehensive and insightful exploration into
the ethical implications of artificial intelligence (Al), specifically from an
Islamic perspective. In recent years, Al has found a wide array of
applications in various practical domains, demonstrating notable efficiency
and precision across different sectors, including healthcare, finance,
education, and transportation. (Islam et al., 2022) However, the
indiscriminate and unregulated use of Al technologies has the potential to
yield profound and far-reaching effects on humanity and society as a whole.
There is an urgent call within the academic and ethical communities for the
establishment of artificial intelligence systems that align with ethical
principles, ensuring that the development and deployment of these
technologies take into consideration the moral fabric of society. Much
research has been conducted to develop and formulate ethical guidelines for
Al technologies, aiming to ensure that their deployment does not
compromise fundamental human values, such as dignity, justice, and
respect for individuals. Most of the ethical discussions surrounding Al have
primarily focused on the development of algorithmic principles and
comprehensive frameworks, along with the resultant outputs derived from
a predominantly secular humanistic angle. (Ashok et al.2022).
Nevertheless, it is crucial to acknowledge that technology, and particularly
artificial intelligence, unavoidably overlaps with various essential facets of
human affairs. These facets are typically governed by well-established
ethical and moral norms, precepts, and foundational principles
characteristic of an Islamic society, which emphasize compassion,
accountability, and the well-being of all humanity. Engaging in thoughtful
and critical discourse on the ethical implications of Al from an Islamic
stance will place Islamic principles at the forefront, where they will best
inform and enrich discussions on either developing ethical guidelines or
demarcating what constitutes the ethically plausible as opposed to that
which is ethically inapt or unacceptable. (Rahayu et al.2023)Consequently,
this article strives to delve deeper into the considerable ethical implications
of Al, questioning, in particular, the Islamic threshold or moral boundaries
regarding the applications of Al technologies. This examination seeks to
highlight the importance of contextualizing the development and
implementation of Al within a framework that respects and upholds Islamic
moral standards and ethical considerations, ensuring that such
advancements promote humanity's welfare while aligning with Islamic
teachings. In doing so, it aims to illuminate the path toward a more ethically
responsible approach to artificial intelligence that resonates with the
foundational beliefs and values of the Islamic tradition, emphasizing the
need for a harmonious balance between innovation and adherence to moral
values. Through carefully analyzing these issues, the paper presents an
opportunity for scholars, practitioners, and policymakers to engage with Al
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technologies in a manner that not only fosters progress but also safeguards
the intrinsic ethical standards that are paramount to an Islamic worldview.
Ultimately, this exploration serves as a clarion call for a collaborative effort
towards ensuring that the technological advancements we embrace are not
only revolutionary but also ethically sound and socially responsible,
fostering a future that honors the rich moral heritage rooted in Islamic
teachings.

This article serves as a preliminary call directed at both the researcher and
practitioner communities to engage in meaningful deliberation and
reflection on a critical question: should we continue invoking the greatest
potential benefits that artificial intelligence (AI) can offer? This discussion
also revolves around whether we should be framing Al's significance and
necessity primarily in terms of wealth maximization, largely driven by
notions of efficiency and military strategy. Alternatively, we might
reconsider our approach and prioritize the discussion around Al's potential
to aid and assist human beings in enhancing their overall well-being.
Furthermore, this article represents a respectful call to Islamic scholars,
urging them to partake in thoughtful consideration and reflection. The
ultimate aim of this work is certainly not to disparage the field of Al science
and systems in any manner; instead, it is an earnest call to thoughtfully
engage ourselves as a community, and also to actively involve our
algorithm scientists and ethical design engineers in this crucial
conversation. This is a call for rigorous discussion on the wisdom of
establishing moral boundaries for AI within an ethical framework that
aligns harmoniously with Islamic teachings.

Moreover, it seeks to explore how we might effectively leverage the
transformative power of Al to significantly increase human well-being,
thereby creating a more equitable and compassionate society for all.
Foundations of Ethics in Islam

Sources of Islamic Morality a. The Quran b. Hadith

Divine Commandments and Human Conduct a. An Islamic View of the
Relationship between Religion and Morality: The Quranic view is that
ethics and religious teachings should support each other. b. Importance of
Intentions in Human Actions: Intention is the foundation of human acts in
Islam. If the intention is good, the act is commendable regardless of its
consequences.

Values in Islamic Ethics a. Justice b. Compassion c¢. Consultation d. The
value of knowledge e. Duty to seek knowledge f. Respect for knowledge g.
The positive value of spirituality h. Sincerity i. Empathy

Ethical Behavior and the Universe of Obligations a. The ummah. b. The
seven core areas of obligations. c. The moral minimum d. Custom and
maslaha e. Ethics and spirituality

The need for an Islamic ethical framework is hampered by a basic
disconnect between the assumptions of secular ethics and Islamic ethics.
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Ethical obligation, from the Islamic view, is best interpreted as a range of
discrete elements of complex interacting obligations in which personal
virtue plays a vital role. Understanding these deeper issues will have
significant implications for the responsible and ethica (Faruque & Rustom,
2023)1 use and treatment of Al technology that we will especially need to
consider when dealing with the ethical implications of Al, robotics, and
their uses and applications. Therefore, the adopted approach will help to
formulate our thinking on how ethical algorithms could be developed in
order to understand how robot ethics should be framed.

Islamic Principles and Values

Islamic ethical vision, much like any religious or secular tradition, is deeply
informed by the revelation of God. This divine guidance is initially
transmitted to the Prophet Muhammad, and subsequently follows through
the Imams and a multitude of Muslim scholars over the ages (Alak,
2024).The core of Islamic principles asserts that there should indeed be a
universal purpose underlying the entirety of creation, suggesting that this
Divine purpose is both knowable and objective, rather than subjective or
arbitrary. This brings us to the crucial concept of Tawhid, which signifies
the Unity of the Ultimate Reality, and is considered the most fundamental
requisite of gaining knowledge about God. The subsequent inquiry then
arises: Can humans truly acquire this profound knowledge regarding the
purpose of their creation and existence on Earth? While this question is
laced with significant ambiguity, one prominent contention directly
challenges the earlier statement by questioning the sensibility and
practicality of accessing God's infinite wisdom (Jalajel, 2022). Such
perspectives delve into the complexities involved in understanding the
divine and how it relates to human experiences. This sacred viewpoint roots
the knowledge of God within what has been articulated in Islamic ethical
vocabulary as fitra, a term that encompasses the innate disposition or
natural instinct inherent in every human being. It emphasizes the belief that
individuals are born with an intrinsic understanding of morality and ethical
principles. Thus, the exploration of this innate knowledge is essential for
individuals seeking to connect with the higher purpose and the profound
truths of their existence.

Islamic moral theology is based on principles that are supposed to guide
human ethical behavior. One central concept is justice. Also at the very core
of the Islamic ethical principles is the sanctity of human dignity (Kader,
2021). The Qur’an states that God gave humanity the trust and the free will
to assume this mission, and commanded the entire creation to prostrate in
honor of humanity or Adam as this leads in the way of this divine honor to
all of the human species. This principle of individual accountability is the
reason behind the classical Islamic assertion to the anthropological thesis of
free will rather than divine determinism. Islamic moral theory puts more
emphasis on the community and highlights the principle of the shook as a
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central ethical concept that informs individual behavior. From the above
understanding of Islamic principles of value, a moral framework may be
built to evaluate the ethical implications of Al decisions and actions from
an Islamic perspective.

Artificial Intelligence: Overview and Applications

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is significantly transforming lives and
experiences across a wide array of sectors, stretching from healthcare to
finance and from education to daily life activities. This powerful technology
is making intelligent, informed decisions that are often on par with human
judgments and, in some scenarios, may even surpass them, especially when
we consider the vast amounts of data being processed and analyzed in these
advanced systems(Ahmed et al.2022).Practical applications such as
chatbots that assist with customer service, self-driving cars that navigate
roads independently, and sophisticated recommendation systems like those
used by streaming platforms can serve as indicators to judge the immense
transformative potential of these technologies. Moreover, the looming
automation of repetitive tasks as well as traditionally unskilled jobs (and
even some skilled professions) will significantly reshape the employment
landscape over the next 20 to 30 years, potentially altering the existing
social and economic structures we are familiar with today. As the
technological frontier continues to evolve at a remarkable pace, trends that
are deemed state-of-the-art today may quickly become the basic standards
of tomorrow.

The AI system must be ethical in tandem. It is important to optimize
processes, enhance efficiencies, and improve outcomes while strengthening
or destroying existing business processes and models by developing ethics
in Al. Several areas in society can be affected by intelligent machines
(Farina et al., 2024). There have been many efforts to define Al in multiple
ways, including mimicking human behavior up to some standard of human
experts or beyond for making decisions for particular tasks, such as obstacle
avoidance, picking, navigation, and moving items from one place to
another. Artificial Intelligence, or Al, is the branch of computer science
mainly focused on making modern-day computers or computer-controlled
robots carry out and perform jobs or tasks as posted by some human mind,
in a manner that seems or is considered to be intelligent. Some of these tasks
or jobs would include learning, deducing, predicting, planning, and
problem-solving strategies or techniques, speech or language
understanding, image recognition, improving visual perception, and
translating among languages, to mention a few.

Definition and Types of Al

Artificial Intelligence (Al) refers to the capability of a machine to replicate
cognitive functions that were originally associated with human minds, such
as learning and problem solving. These systems perform various tasks
including speech recognition, decision-making, and translation between
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languages (Suomala & Kauttonen, 2022). The progress of Al has produced
tools that are capable of performing tasks that recently required human
intelligence to perform. There are different types of corresponding Al
technologies and Al capabilities: weak Al or narrow Al designed to perform
a narrow spectrum of tasks and strong Al or AGI (Artificial General
Intelligence) that displays human cognitive ability and has a broader scope.
Al is also categorized with other dichotomies that help provide a distinction
according to their operations. One classification is based on their mindset,
which includes classical Al that is program-oriented and cannot learn from
the environment, and cognitive Al defined as having the strategy of learning
(Maruyama2021). Thus, in a more current classification, Al is categorized
as intelligent AI and emotional AI, wherein intelligent AI does
computation, works with algorithms, and follows logic while emotional Al
works with neural networks that are inspired by affective computing, which
aims to integrate emotional intelligence into computational systems.
Another important segment of Al is machine learning, which is classified
into two trends: supervised learning that is instructive and unsupervised
learning which 1s non-instructive and prediction-oriented. Currently, the
widely recognized "symbolic" approach to Al, which has focused primarily
on information manipulation, has been largely complemented by "deep
learning," a new approach based on the main ideas of connectionism, where
intelligence is related to the structure and functioning of networks of
neurons interconnected in various patterns.

Ethical Frameworks in Al

In the realm of deontological ethics, whether something is perceived as
wrong or right does not solely depend on the consequences that could
potentially follow from an action. Instead, it considers the inherent nature
of the action itself and other moral principles that underpin ethical decision-
making in the context of technology. This nuanced view of ethics is
significant when assessing the implications of Al systems in society.
Nonetheless, a great deal of ethical discussions have concerned the potential
consequences of technological advances in AI. Discussions about Al
techniques such as facial recognition systems could be used to evaluate not
only the moral implications of their use but also their eventual human
impacts. Some researchers stress the importance of usable Al systems that
are transparent, in that they are not operating on hidden algorithms. Some
point to researching Al technologies that are accountable, thus, inasmuch
as Al systems do operate on algorithms, the data and assumptions behind
these could be understood and made transparent. This Ethical frameworks
that are established could apply when attempting to thoroughly evaluate
various Al technologies. In practice, numerous different ethical theories
could effectively guide the evaluation of artificial intelligence. A widely
accepted approach to Al ethics is to relate closely to the important
distinction that is often drawn between consequentialism and deontological
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ethics. KS of unchecked technological advancements are such that various
researchers stress the need for serious and inclusive ethical harmonization
to be conducted prior to the implementation of various new artificial
intelligence applications. The task then is to make sure that the people who
bear responsibility for the quality of a new technology, such as developers,
policymakers, or consumers, should ward off as many unintended ethical
transgressions as possible. In particular, moral dilemmas are worked
through these ethical systems, and especially if they are conceived
separately, then it might be difficult to find common answers when trying
to solve moral dilemmas, whether they are presented by new advancements
that happen in artificial intelligence or elsewhere. An Islamic perspective
on the ethical implications of artificial intelligence is in the intersection
between this conceptual understanding of Al ethics and the Islamic ethical
tradition. By first introducing this framework, it might then be easier to
evaluate some of the Islamic perspectives on Al in the context of an already
known and established ethical paradigm. Relevance of Islamic ethics to the
Al debate.

Utilitarianism and AI Ethics

Considered a moral philosophy, utilitarianism is one of the primary ethical
systems either explicitly or implicitly utilized as a pivotal framework. Its
basic principle is to select options and actions that generate as much benefit
or goodness as possible for all people concerned and prevent the minimum
amount of harm or damage (Emdad et al., 2023). So, Al programmers and
developers should prioritize developing Al algorithms to maximize the net
utility of people and minimize harm, which in turn improves people's well-
being and quality of life. When the ultimate aim becomes to make decisions
from an AI unit that maximizes the benefit or happiness of a group,
utilitarianism can be analogous to a "rule" or "act" of a utilitarian nature,
popularly referred to as "consequentialism." Particularly, the developers
often consider utilitarianism to be an effective ethical policy because it
endeavors to recognize, analyze, and, when necessary, resolve conflicts
among technologies or ideas by quantifying them.

One of the main challenges facing utilitarianism as a practicable ethical
framework 1s a failure to conserve the rights of persons, and maybe justice.
Optimized solutions by Al may sometimes not benefit a minority.
(Shanklin et al., 2022). The major problem with utilitarian positions,
particularly in the artificial intelligence industry, is balancing the respective
benefit maximization of the largest number of recipients who are likely to
enjoy genuine happiness, including the marginalized and deprived, and the
protection of rights that are individually centered, such as employment,
unique market operations, cures, and exclusive possession of wealth that is
in theory legitimate under the charter of democratic laws. Since current Al,
an expansive discipline with and without data, may not take into account
individual rights, transitioning to more diverse technologies and services
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can be tricky. For instance, the features of an intelligent customer service
robot for height-sensitive, climate-sensitive, or wealth-sensitive gourmet
coffee lovers at a premium café construct demographic bias in the name of
a survey that desires to help individuals in their neighboring village. Thus,
it is because the realization of a Reidian ethic is difficult to maintain that
philosophical hubris makes these elite utilitarian solutions unattainable.
Much Al development and research are still empowered by ideals other
than utilitarian ones. Magnanimity, virtues on scalability, global mass
customer satisfaction, and productivity plan deployment, including the
select functional set of individuals or organizations in their consumerist
paradigms, are only a few examples. Islamic Ethics and Al

Therefore, it is reasonable to assume that, although any class of theories of
right action to teach brain learning and deep learning something universal
from an ethical standpoint is seen as practical, it also seems beneficial for
developers to co-create a spark of philosophical philosophy that is plastic to
accommodate a wide array of utilitarian power. Thus, humbly putting a
bottom-line perspective on Al ethics into practice seems to be a strong idea.
The Islamic ethical imperative firmly holds that all emerging technologies
must be aligned closely with the authentic guidance provided by Islam.
When new innovations such as artificial intelligence and/or robots come
into existence, it 1s of utmost importance that they adhere to the instructions
laid out in the Glorious Quran. (Rahman and Ahmad2024). These
technologies should ensure they do not harm crucial aspects of human
existence such as life, faith, intellect, progeny, and wealth. This heavy
responsibility means that whenever Muslims are involved in any capacity—
whether they are developers, funders, producers, consumers, or
beneficiaries—the final product must undoubtedly embody Shariah-
friendly principles. Given that a thoughtful consideration must take place
prior to any action, and while factoring in robust Islamic ethical principles,
we must now focus on the ethics surrounding Al from an Islamic viewpoint.
Moreover, the responsibilities placed upon Al developers necessitate that
technologists create only those Al systems that are morally acceptable.
These systems must not only conform to ethical technical standards that are
recognized universally, but they must also be morally sound in a way that
they assist humans and contribute positively to their lives. In contrast,
individuals who use AI must ensure that their applications of Al are in full
alignment with the higher objectives of the Shariah. Al technologies should
be utilized in manners that are ethically and morally sound at all times.
(Kausar et al.2024). There is truly no value in employing ethically refined
Al systems if the outputs and functionalities of those systems are directed
towards unethical or harmful endeavors. This clear-cut categorization
might also serve as a useful tool for structuring future case studies that
explore these concepts further. Islamic AI could indeed provide unique
ethical reflections across both categories, which can be illustrated through
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various specific Al case studies. The ultimate goal of Al in the context of
Islam is centered around human welfare in a broad sense, rather than
merely aiming for economic achievements or the triumph over various
challenges. Additionally, it is equally important to delve deeper into the
compatibility between Islamic teachings and the moral and ethical
implications that arise from technological advancements. As elaborated in
the previous analysis, it appears that Islamic teachings are particularly well-
equipped to strike a balance between the pursuit of advancements in
technology while still upholding and maintaining spiritual values.

Islamic Principles Applied to Al

Islamic principles of adl, or justice, provide invaluable and concrete
guidance to the pressing questions involved in the design of technical
systems. When considering the question of what a truly fair Al algorithm
would look like, it is crucial to delve deep into the values embedded within
these principles (Ahmed, 2024).In addition, the Islamic concepts of
mas'lliyya, which translates to accountability, and responsibility play a
fundamental role in shaping our decisions regarding what technological
systems should and should not be permitted to do within society. This
critical reflection may lead to the choice of specific areas where we
consciously decide to refrain from deploying certain technologies,
especially when the potential impacts on individuals and communities are
deemed excessively significant. Furthermore, we should engage in
discussions with takalluf, which involves a thoughtful yet humble inquiry,
without succumbing to lethargy or inaction. The key questions we ought to
ask ourselves include: how might technologies inadvertently create or
exacerbate existing social hierarchies? In addition, how can we approach
the design of technology in a manner that actively seeks to rectify and
redress imbalances in social power dynamics? By leveraging Islamic
principles in this manner, we can strive to create a more equitable
technological landscape for all. (Osman & Elamin, 2023).

Aneesa Aijaz Umrani focuses on designing artificial intelligence
technologies that empower those in society who are typically left behind.
Her strategy is to ground her work in the past by looking at successful, real-
world examples of Islamic values reflected in technology. She concretizes
Islamic ethics in 21st-century digital technologies. Using real-world case
studies that show the interconnected, multifaceted societal, legal, and
technical dimensions of these technologies, she suggests that ways of
showing Islamic Conclusion

Ethics towards artificial intelligence need to be linked to an ethics of
community provided with both harms and benefits reflection categories.
However, she identifies that some benefits are not private and social harms
are not just to a community. Nonetheless, she concludes that we can
develop a successful model for engagement between artificial intelligence
and Islamic values by continual consultation between technical experts and
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scholars. Al brings society's operating system parameters to the surface of
choices — the more we think upfront about how we want to use this new
power, the more likely it is to be the service to humanity that Islamic ethics
demands.

The essence of Islamic ethics plays a pivotal role that clearly and
substantially affects the landscape of technological advancements,
including artificial intelligence (AI) and its associated applications,
especially concerning various social, corporate, legal, human resource, and
regulatory aspects. The ongoing discussion regarding the ethical principles
governing Al applications powerfully illustrates that a sophisticated
conversation in this direction is not only possible but also open to include a
diverse Islamic perspective. In contemporary society, Al technologies often
reflect a predominant materialistic culture in which religion and ethics,
particularly those of Islam, tend to be marginalized or deemed irrelevant.
However, if Al applications can successfully adopt and integrate the ethical
foundations rooted in Islamic teachings, then they are likely to contribute
significantly to the promotion of peace, justice, and harmonious
relationships among all of humanity. By prioritizing the integration of
Islamic values into Al technologies, we can effectively create a bridge for a
more inclusive and meaningful discussion regarding the ethical principles
underpinning these technologies within various communities characterized
by multi-religious beliefs. Key ethical values such as respect, justice,
equality, love, and empathy are not only fundamental but also serve as
strong unifying forces within any human society, transcending individual
differences. As we look to the future, research can focus on the critical task
of examining and developing a comprehensive and detailed ethical code
tailored for the application of Al principles, all in the light of profound
Islamic teachings and traditions. Furthermore, in order to foster a thorough
and effective mechanism for compliance tests, ongoing monitoring,
balanced judgment, and adherence to both ethical and legal principles,
contemporary Sharia law can be articulated and effectively utilized. As the
underlying technology and algorithms, along with their practical
frameworks in Al, are anticipated to respond in a timely and proactive
manner to societal needs, it is envisioned that an ongoing community of
discourse will be established. This community will involve scholars from
diverse academic traditions, jurists, and technologists, all united in the aim
of adapting contemporary ethical concerns to the fabric of society.
Together, they will work to develop holistic ethical frameworks that frame
the spiritual aspects, critically distinguishing Al applications from classical
utilitarian approaches. This collaborative effort will ensure that, in the eyes
of the general public, Al serves and benefits humanity positively and
responsibly while remaining a disciplined tool that is far from being
ethically neutral. By incorporating these ethical values, we can create a
more humane and just technological future.
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